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SAVANNAH RIVER SECTION DEC 2008 / JAN 2009 
News Letter 

 

ISA/IEEE  

PLANT TOUR  MEETING,  

FEB. 17, 2009 

Augusta, GA  
Price : $8 for members-RSVP by Friday noon Feb.13, 09  

   
Time : 3:55 pm - Registration 
  5:00 pm - Dinner 
Place :  Solvay Advanced Polymer Plant 
   (cross st. Tobacco road) 
    3702  Clanton Road 
     Augusta, GA 30916 
     Phone: 706-790-3100 

Preregistration:  Name, Company, Position 

    & email  contact address 

Allowed Attendees: Limited (Preregistration basis) 
Requirement: Bring Hard-hat & Eye Protection 
RSVP:  by sending email:       isaga@gabn.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Editor: Madanjit Singh 

SOLVAY Advanced Polymer Plant 
Meeting Tour  

 Abstract of Presentation 
1 Manufacturing Process & Plant 
2 Plant Controls –Overview / DCS/Drives 
3 Safety Precautions/Instructions/Dinner 
4 Plant Tour 

Plant Information 
The plant was constructed in 1984 &  was acquired by   
Solvay S.A. in 2001. 
The polymers produced are plastics with high temperature 
resistance or other unique properties such as chemical resis-
tance.  Materials produced at the plant are packaged in hop-
per trucks, supersacks, 55 pound bags, fiber drums and gay-
lord boxes.  They are shipped via trucks, ocean container 
ships, and air.   

Plant Products and Their End Uses 
Sulfone:White crystalline powder used primarily by Solvay 
Advanced Polymers to produce Udel®, Radel A® and 
Radel®R.  These polymers are used to manufacture materi-
als and parts for the medical, aircraft, automotive and elec-
tronics industry.  Secondary uses of sulfone monomer are in 
the manufacture of pharmaceuticals and specialty chemi-
cals.       
                                             (continued on page 3) 
 
  

 SOLVAY ADVANCED POLYMER 
PLANT 

AUGUSTA 



2 

 

       

ISA   DIVISIONS 

Appeal 
ISA  members are encouraged to join at least two divisions in their 

industry. The list of various divisions is as following: 

 

Aerospace Industries Division 
Analysis Division  
Automatic Control Systems Division  
Chemical & Petroleum Industries Division  
Computer Technology Division  
Construction & Design Division  
Food & Pharmaceutical Industries Division  
Management Division  
Mining & Metals Industries Division  
Power Industry Division  
Process Measurement & Control Division  
Pulp & Paper Industry Division  
Robotics & Expert Systems Division  
Safety Division  
Telemetry & Communications Division 
Test Measurement Division  
Water & Wastewater Industries Division 
  

SAVANNAH RIVER SECTION 

CALENDAR 
  

Sept:   Kick off meeting.  Siemens Component  
    Based Automation  
Oct:  Golf Tournament & vendor interaction 
 
Oct:  UPS System & Leak Detection 
  
Nov:  Safety Instrumentation System 
  
Dec:  Latest in Control Valves & Digital  
          Positioners 
 
Jan:  Scaling ,Uncertainty & Calibration 
  

Feb:  Plant Tour - Solvay Advanced Polymer  
   Plant , Augusta 
Mar:   PEN Show   -    24th March 
  

Apr:   One day ISA Seminar 
 
May:  TBA 

To all ISA Savannah River Section Members: 
Congratulations! Our membership has voted in favor of   
the by-laws  and the Savannah River Section board has 
started its implementation. 
Our Product Education Night is approaching very fast. 
Jim Mitchell and Jim Lawrence have taken responsibility 
to make it a big success. The entire board is committed 
to support this task to the best of their ability. We expect 
between 80 to 90 table top exhibits. At least $2000 worth 
of door prizes will be given away. Special prizes will be 
awarded to ISA members. Please mark your calendar 
for March 24th at the Savannah Rapids Pavilion for 
Product Education Night. 
Our Jan. 13 monthly meeting was very popular. It was 
an ISA/IEEE joint meeting and 39 attendees participated. 
The Speaker, Paul Farrow of SRS, explained the need 
for instrument scaling & calibration and how uncertainty 
plays its role.  

Presentation took the membership to full involvement  

Presentation in progress 

continued on page 3 



Peggie Koon being Honored   
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 Recognition & Honoring of Board Members   

A special dinner was arranged on Jan. 9th to honor & 

recognize the Board members for their dedication & 

hard work. Board members and their spouses were 

invited. The Guest of Honor was Peggie Koon, Director 

ISA Management Division. She encouraged the mem-

bers to join at least two divisions and reinforced the 

utilization of ISA expertise & resources by joining divi-

sions. She praised the work of the ISA Savannah River 

section. 

 The following Board members attended were honored as follows: 

 

SAVANNAH RIVER SECTION 

(continued from Page 1)  
 Plant Products and Their End Uses 

Amodel®: A strong, tough, high temperature polymer known as a 
polyphthalamide used in automotive, electronic and other con-
sumer applications.  Amodel® represents an entirely new class of 
plastics invented and produced for the first time commercially at 
the Augusta site. 

 Xydar®: A high temperature liquid crystal polymer.  Because 

of its very good flow properties, Xydar® is frequently used to 
make very small or intricate parts that are used in the computer 
and electronics industry.  

To all ISA Savannah River Section Members (from page 2): 
Our Monthly Meeting of December 9th was also an 
IEEE/ISA joint meeting. The subject was ‘Latest in Con-
trol Valves & Digital Positioners’. 36 ISA/IEEE members 
attended the session. The presentation was made by 
George Chang of R.E. Mason & by an Emerson expert. 
It was recommended that in the future a whole day semi-
nar may be very useful for our section engineers. 

Future Cities Competition 
A formal invitation for judging future cities competition was 
received. The ISA Savannah River Section gave a $500 Schol-
arship fund for middle school students. Future Cities Projects 
will be judged based on automation application. Lance Brown 
&   Madanjit Singh were judges for special awards & repre-
sented the section on January 24, 2009. 

 

George Chang giving presentation in March Monthly Meeting   

Presentation in progress 

continued on page 4 

Jim Michell as 2007-2008 treasurer, Chairman of PEN Show, 
Chairman of By-laws & Budget Committees. See left Picture 



  
 
  

4 

 

                 

                 

SAVANNAH RIVER SECTION 

  

Section Membership Status 
202 members active 
7 members in grace period 
1 New Member - Our congratulations  to  
       Bruce VanPeursem for joining 
 

 Update Membership Record 
Every member can update their ISA record on line. 
Go to www.isa.org and login (use member number 
and password). Look in the left navigation bar under 
general information and select My ISA>update My 
Record. 
If a member does not feel comfortable navigating the 
web, then send email message to info@isa.org with 
a request to update the record with current informa-
tion. Providing the member number always helps. Or 
call ISA at 919-549-8411. 

  

 

  
  

 

  

Continued from page 3 

 

 

Justin Weaver—Assistant Web Master 

EXPO 08 – ISA BOOK STORE ON THE LEFT SIDE 

Nav Shah—Secretary, member of Budget Committee   

Jim Lawrence—Chairman Membership Committee & Other Activity 

     Larry Omstead - Web Master & Section Photographer 



5 

 

                 

SAVANNAH RIVER SECTION  BOARD 

 . 

Madanjit Singh 
President & Delegate 
Phone: (706) 868-0015 
madanjit @ aol.com 
 
 
Sidney  F. Montgomery II 
Vice President 
Phone: (770) 598-4572 
smontgomery@cecsales.com 
 
 
James Hyder 
Treasurer 
Phone: (706) 724-8225 
Fax: (706) 724-8422 
James.hyder@ch2m.com 
 
 
N. Shah 
Secretary  
Phone: (706) 863-6976 
tinvan1@hotmail.com 
 
 
Larry Omstead 
Webmaster 
Phone:  (803) 208-6113 
Larry.omstead@srs.gov 
isaga@gabn.net 
 
  
  
 

 

Lance Brown 
Education Chair 
Phone: (803) 643-2437 
Fax: (706) 650-8812 
lance.brown@parsons.com 
 
Beth Ligon 
Marketing Chair 
Phone:  (706) 796-7762 
Fax: (706) 796-7764 
Beth@bibbcontrols.com 
 
 
Jim Lawrence 
Membership Chair 
Phone:  (706) 724-8225 
Fax: (706) 724-8422 
Jim.lawrence@ch2m.com 
 
 
Justin Weaver 
Assist. Webmaster 
(803) 208-8121 
Justin.weaver@srs.gov 

 
 . 

Jim Merz 
Past-President 
Phone: (706) 373-1498 
jim.merz@controlsouthern.com 
  
 
Jim Mitchell 
Member-at-large 
Phone: (803) 648-6931 
Mitchell_jim@usa.net 
 
 
 

 

 

 




